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An address delivered at the Convocation of the
Charter Day Alumni Reunion, April 27th, 1958,
in Knowles Memorial Chapel, commemorating the
73rd anniversary of the granting of the charter to
Rollins College by the State of Florida.

FOREWORD
At the Convocation of the Charter Day Alumni Reunion in
Knowles Memorial Chapel, Rollins College, April 27, 1958, Charles
Ashton Noone, senior member of the law firm of Noone, Tanner &
Noone, Chattanooga, Tennessee, a fellow of the American College
of Trial Lawyers and Rollins alumnus, Class of 1910, was awarded
the first William Freemont Blackman Medal.
This Meda~ was established by the trustees of the College in
honor of William Freemont Blackman, President 'of Rollins from
1902 to 1915 who ever maintained that it should
be the ideals of
1
quality, high standards, and f~n~ness of result which should distinguish Rollins among its peers.. The Medal is to be awarded
alumni, trustees, faculty, administration, students, or friends of
Rollins in recognition of distinguished achievement which advances those ideals.
In the citation of the Medal to Mr. Noone, President Hugh
F. McKean said: "Charles Ashton Noone, trial lawyer of integrity,
loving husband of a Rollins girl, , world traveler, diligent _past
Vice-President of the Alumni Association, you have given strength
and support to Rollins College in many ways. As an u~dergraduate
you made valuable contributio,ns to the strength of the College.
As a graduate student your sucesses reflected honor on the academic standards of Rollins. As an alumnus your life has been a testimonial to the effectiveness of a Rollins education.
"I am proud to honor you and Rollins' distinguished President,
William Freemont Blackman, by awarding you the first Blackman Medal." ·

Freedom
As an alumnus of Rollins College, I am grateful for the privilege
of sharing in th~ fel~owship of -~his happy occasion. W~ come ~ogether this mormng m convocati<;m to ~ake our places side b:y side
in this beautiful chapel, as this nationally known and liberal
college gathers itself to celebrate another_ birthday. A birthday is
a salutation and signature -- the salutation of one year, and the
signature of another. Alpha of the year beginning, and the irrevocable Omega of the one just past.
On this campus was witnessed a reincarnation of the great
tradition of liberal learning by methods that have disturbed traditionalists of higher education. The directing genius of Rollins
searched and found the substance of liberal education and persisted hi building around what he discovered.
ON YOUTHS' FUTURE TODAY
The objective of every great teacher is to cultivate in his students
the capacity to see end results before these results are visibly
present. Down the ages the capacity to anticipate bad ideas, the
ability to foresee good ideas, has been recognized as man's supreme
achievement. From the faculty of Rollins you have not heard the
platitudes winged with authority and assurance. Disaster has
firmly closed many doors of opportunity that you have a right to
expect to be open. It is not your fault that many of the trite sayings
now lack their old appeal. Youth has not lost its nerve, but is looking for the reality, and is ready to face it. Life is conquerable by
your generation. The future is yours provided you bring to the
affairs of your time the disciplined understanding and courageous
action, for want of which many of your elders have needlessely
complicated the life of your generation. It is admittedly a difficult
time into which you are heading. Out of the confusion and threatened frustation of your day, you will be given the opportunity to
blaze new trails and lay the foundation for new tradition. The
future is uncertain and will be closed to the man or woman of
undisciplined capacity, or the radical who sticks to some single
track dogma. Be willing at all times to follow justice.
"LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS"
. you, if born in the United States of America, or are a naturalized
citizen, are protected by the imperishable words contained in the

Declaration of Independence:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness."
The deep meaning of these words come to be understood when
you have reached the age of maturity. Whether these truths are
as self-evident as the fathers of the Constitution said them, with
confidence, is problematical. It is true that all men are created
equal. There is not the slightest doubt but that they are equal in
human worth in the sight of their Creator, but can we truthfully
insist that in any other sense they are equal? What two men are
equal .in physical endurance, in courage, in character, in creative
ability, or in spiritual worth? Each of us is entitled to the same
inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and
yet, from the moment we are born, are we not delivered into a
world where human equality does not exist? Does not our success
or failure depend upon how we use these rights with which the
Declaration of Independence vests all of us?
Each of you will go out from here into the world controlled by
your fathers. You will achieve or fail to achieve the goal sought
Some of you will, through skill and perserverance, ach,ieve where
others will be destined . for obscurity. Nevertheless, if you will,
you may enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
All of us share the same fundamental human qualities. Each
of us must go the way of all flesh. We are all members of the
human family, and each of us has the same right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.
This would be a very uninteresting world if we were all alike -if we were cast in a common mold.
FACTS AND FIGURES ON RUSSIAN EDUCATION
In August and September, 1956, Mrs. Noone and I took a North
Cape Cruise and were, after considerable lapse of time, granted
passports into Russia. We spent five days in Leningrad and
Moscow.
·
It is interesting at this point to depict conditions so radically
different from those which you enjoy, and those the younger
generation in Russia must follow. Under the Tzar, sixty per cent
of the Russians were illiterate. Today, only forty years later,
Russia has one of the most literate populations of the world. There
is virtually no illiteracy among people under forty years of age.
The government claims that there are 60,000,000 Russians now
6

going to school. This large number includes adult night classes.
A government publication reports that Russia will graduate 100,
000 engineers annually by 1960.
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We experienced great difficulty in obtaining facts on the Russian educational system from the In.t ourist Guides who directed
our footsteps. From the information available, it Was quite apparent, however, that the average Russian school child knows more
American history than our American children know of Russian
history. Boys and · girls who want an: education can obtain it at
the expense of the ·government. Medicine, teacher training, arid
engineering are taught in separate institutions of higher learning.
Moscow has 100 schools of higher learning, staffed by 20,000
teachers and researchers, and attended by 300,000 young men
and women, most of whom are studying engineering, chemistry,
geology, metallurgy, and other scientific fields.
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VISIBLE EFFECTS OF RUSSIAN TYRANNY
'f'he great irony is that the means the Soviet leaders have used
for forty years, an absolute tyranny, has fastened itself on the
Russian people. This is capable of reversing complete amorality
in which any huµian being is expendable when a country, by
official decree, has pronounced God himself as dead. The frustrated expressions of the adult populatio·n is a living witness of
the power of this tyranny. We di9 not see a single adult smile.
This was quite a co:p.trast to the people of the Scandinavian peninsula, all of whom are most genial. ·
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The women of Russia do most of the manual labor, such as
repairing roads, driving ·heavy trucks, removing garbage, operating
street trams, etc; they do not use any cosmetics; their clothes
are ill fitting; they wear low _heel shoes, and apparently forego
the use of girdles and · brassieres. As -a collective group, they are
most unattractive, so much so that a man with a rougish disposition
or a philandering eye would not take a second look. Men are
poorly dressed; they have a down-at-the-heel, listless, leaden
appearance --- no particular spirit or purpose.

ti
EDUCATION - - RUSSIA VS THE FREE WORLD
At the moment the. race between Russia and the free world is
in education. In the past : their efforts were rather crude, but in
the years to come, if they are able to hold the line that they have
laid down, and we do not develop engineers and scientists, as we
are capable of doing, it is difficult to predict.what the competitive
coexistence of these two diametrically opposed philosophies may
result in.
}, 7

The University of Moscow is represented by a beautiful cluster
of buildings. Like most of the 'European .universities, it does not
have a campus, such as you enjoy at Rollins. Its main building
is 32 stories high, and has a · housing capacity of from 6,000 to
7,000 students, two in a room. The building is well lighted, embellished with murals and finished in marble, Fronting it is a stadium,
which
they claim has a .seating
capacity of 160,000.
.
.
.
. .

In Russia, lib~rty is unknown to the masses. For them the lamp
of freedom has never been lighted. There. is a touch of God within
almost every individual, called conscience. It perhaps is the greatest force for right and justice among Illen, and is sufficient to
cause most people to live -in decent respect of their neighbors,
however, my personal opinion is that th_e ·Russian leaders do not
have a conscience. Jn a country wh_ere , man is not free to grow,
where intellectual or economic resourcefulness is suppressed, innovation prohibited, there is no incentive for development.

INDIVIDUAL TALENTS AND OBLIGATIONS
The power of each man to seek his own salvation and find his
own destiny is the essence of the teachings of the world's great
religions.
· ··
·
Our surest guide in troubled times is the wisdom and the tragedy
of human history. The history of the world is but the biographies
of great men. No great man ever lived in vain. The accumulated
experiences of the ages •are ours;· if we will but harken to the
voices of our fathers as reflected ·by the recordations of their failures and successes across the vast space of time. .
If ·man has no individuality of his own, nor spiritual existence,
if he is not different than any other man in any essential characteristic, then we are bound to concede that no case can be made out
for individual freedom, for the dignity of man, for the human institutions which give expression to them, or .for any spiritual life,
either within ourselves or the community in which we live.
Life is given to us to use as best our varying talents will permit.
If our lives are to be lived at all usefully, we owe to our country,
community and family special obligations which it is proper for
us to discharge. Subject, however, to these obligations, without
which there could be no ordered society within which our talents
and individualities could express themselves, we have the right and
the glorious opportunity to develop our own separate individualities --- not only for ourselves, but for our fellow man and for
mankind in general.
·8
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You go out from here into a world which is greatly different
from that which you have known here in college. You will err,
perhaps, as frequently as you achieve. As members of the human
family, each of you have your frailties, as well as virtues. If you
have faith and courage and seek the truth, freedom will unfold
and you will achieve great happiness.
Some of you may say to yourself --- I do not have the capacity
that others possess, so there is little I, myself, can do in this struggle
for freedom. Bear in mind that to a few only is it given to be
brilliant. Each of us, however, can possess personal probity and
spiritual integrity. Personal probity and spiritual integrity are
qualities the world needs so desperately today, and these qualities
are yours if you wish to develop them.
QH~ACTER AND MAN'S DESTINY
If a man's destiny lies in his character --- then doesn't the
destiny · of this nation lie in our characters today --- the kind of
people we are? If the spirit of liberty has fled and truth and
justice are disregarded, private rights can easily be sacrificed under
the forms of law. It requires more than ordinary hardiness and
audacity of character to trampie down principles which our ancestors cultivated with reverence, which we imbibed in our early
education, which recommend themselves to the judgement of the
world by their truth and simplicity, and which are constantly
placed before the eyes of the people accompanied with the imposing force and solemnity of a constitutional sanction.
·
Our founding fathers did not invent the priceless boon of individual freedom and resp~ct for the dignity of men. That great
gift of mankind came to you from your Creator, and not from
the government. We are not going to accept the Marxist dialetic --that you can create a Utopia with the stroke of a pen or a quick
revolution --- because it is false .
A nation is weak or strong. It thrives or perishes on what it
believes to be true. If youth is rightfully instructed in the faith
of our fathers, in the traditions of our country; the dignity of
each individual man, from the millions of boys and girls in our
schools and colleges, if they maintain free minds and free spirits,
leadership among free men will evolve. There are new horizons
and new frontiers open to them. New areas of adventure and
enterprise are open for discovery.
Life on this earth is not a bed of roses. The end of man is not
self-indulgence, but achievement. There are_ no short cuts, and
no substitutes for work. No person's security can exceed his own
reliance. If down through the ages men· and women really worth

living had not stood up to the job of living, if they hadn't taken
risks, faced the dangers of suffering, and kept on fighting and
working in the hope of victory, there would be no human being
left to tell the story. ·
.

THE IMPORTANCE OF FREEDOM
Any vocation you choose will be born ·and nurtured for the
process of ordinary growth. We know there is no end to potential
human advancement.. Each day marks the end of another page
·in the .eternal story, and with the turnirig of new folios many
different ideas wiff develop into practical blue prints, a1,1d new
sources of energy may make inan the complete master of his
physical advancement; thus he is offered the glorious hope of more
abundant life. Whatever. harvest you co'ntemplate, do not overlook
the protection of your freedom. Human freedom transcends all
else in importance. The great issue before you today is whether
civilized people can and will maintain a free society.
America stands as a beacon for freedom~loving people everywhere. You niust guard it with constant vigilance. The American
creed is based upon the belief that each human being is a creation
of God, and instilled with the spirit of faith, courage and freedom.
Faith does nothing alone --- nothing of itself. Having chartered
your course, ·you must have . the courage to go forward. True
courage is cool and calm. It is an essential of high character. The
brave man is not he who feels no fear, but he whose soul subdues
its fear and bravely dares the danger nature shrinks from. Unless
men of wisdom and courage assume their places of leadership, the
promise of a. new age of greatness will remain unfilled. The answer
will be in your hands. If you learn the virtues of restraint and
moderation, discipline and humility, the freedom you now enjoy
will be lasting.
CONCLUSION
By way of conclusion, I want you to indulge me in the reading
of a short poem, copy of which was given to me by a very famous
s~rgeon m the East, while I was in his care in one of the large
medical centers. T.Qe narrative he gave me, ·as to the origin of the
poem, was that when Rommel, the · Nazi General who was nicknamed "The · Desert Fox," was winning victory · after victory in
North Africa, the British General, Montgomery, in order to buoy
the spirits of his men by breaking the tension under which they
were laboring, invited his soldiers to write a competitive poem on
the subject of war. This particular poem I give you was reputedly
written in pencil on a loose sheet of paper and was found in one
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of t he slit-end trenches of t he main defensive group. It does not
have a signature, and therefore retains its anonymity. It exemplifies
faith, courage and freedom. The title is "A Soldier - His Prayer."

Stay with me, God. The night is dark,
The night is cold. My little spark
Of courage dies. The night is long;
Be with me, God, and make me strong.
, I love a game. I love a fight
I hate the dark. I love the light.
I love my child. I love my wife.
I am no coward. I love Zife.
Life with its change of mood and shade .
I want to live. I'm not afraid,
8ut me and mine are hard to part;
Oh, unknown God, lift up my heart.
You stilled the waters at Dunkirk
You saved Your S ervants. All your work
ls wonderful, Dear God. You strode
Before us down that dreadful road.
We were alone, and hope had fled;
We loved our country and our dead,
And could not shame them; so we stayed
The course, and were not much afraid.
Dear God, that nightmare road! And then
That sea! We got there - we were men.
My eyes were blind, my feet were torn,
My soul sang like a bird at dawn!
I
I know that death is but a door
I knew what we were fighting for;
Peace for the kids, our brothers freed, ·
A kinder world, a cleaner breed.
I'm but the son my mother bore,
A simple man, and nothing more.
But - God of strength and gentleness,
Be pleased to make me nothing less.
I
'
Help me, 0 God, when Death is near
To mock the haggard face of fear
That when I fall - if fall I must My soul may triumph in the dust.
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Additional copies of this bulletin may be obtained
without cost upon request to: Diamond Jubilee
Commission, Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida.
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